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CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 0659 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, RO, XF 
SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST TRIPS 

1. IN VIEW OF SECRETARY'S FORTHCOMING TRIP BACK TO MIDDLE 
EAST AND CEAUSESCU’S CURRENT ACTIVITIES THERE, IT WOULD 
SEEM POSSIBLY USEFUL TO ASK FOR MEETING WITH SENIOR MFA 
OFFICIAL HERE FOR BACKGROUND BRIEFING ON ASPECTS OF 
CEAUSESCU TRIP THAT MIGHT BE HELPFUL FOR SECRETARY TO KNOW. 

IF SO, SOME INFO, HOWEVER BRIEF, ON SECRETARY'S TRIP WOULD 

BE USEFUL INDUCEMENT. 

2. ON OTHER HAND, I REALIZE THAT, EVEN IF CONSIDERED 
USEFUL, DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PURSUE MATTER VIA BOGDAN 
OR THAT DELICACY OF PROBLEM MAY MAKE IT PREFERABLE NOT TO 
BROACH SUBJECT WITH ROMANIANS. 

3. IN ANY CASE, UNLESS DEPARTMENT PERCEIVES OBJECTION, 

1 WOULD PROPOSE TO ASK SENIOR MFA OFFICIALS ABOUT CEAUSESCU 
VISIT AS ROUTINE INQUIRY, WHICH MIGHT WELL BE EXPECTED 

NOW EVEN IN ABSENCE OF ANY SPECIAL REQUEST FROM WASHINGTON. 

4. SOME APPROACH TO GOR WOULD ALSO BE CONSISTENT WITH 
ROMANIAN DESIRE FOR MORE DIALOGUE ON INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS 
OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND GOR ESPOUSAL OF ROLE THAT MIDDLE- 

SIZE STATES CAN PLAY. 

5. PLEASE INSTRUCT. 
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